WHAT MAKES US SPECIAL
This is a little slice of paradise created with thoughtful intention to meet all of the needs of young children.  Our parents are also students at Glendale Community College Garfield Campus and they learn very quickly what a valuable educational experience this is for their child.  We provide a welcoming space for parents to become involved in their child’s learning, with an ongoing parent discussion group that meets once a week. 
Children learn best when they feel valued, respected and when they feel they can contribute to the learning experience.  We use emergent, experiential, meaningful and play based curriculum.  This curriculum demands the teacher listen and learn what interests the children.  Teachers who listen to children can develop a plan that will support the children’s learning through research, investigation, practice, theater, art, documentation, and outreach.  The teacher must be able to balance what we know children need to learn, while supporting the way children learn at their stage of development. 
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“Operational thought: One of Piaget’s (a theorist’s) key ideas: “The process of working something out in your head.  Young children (in the sensorimotor and pre-operational stages) have to act, and try things out in the real world, to work things out (like count on fingers): older children and adults can do more in their heads.”  (sic)
We honor cultural and linguistic differences by  learning about each other. We use books that depict children with physical and cultural differences, and we cook and taste foods from other cultures to inspire conversation.  The family, being the primary teacher of the children is a vital component of the success of the child’s school experience. So, we ask our families to share their experiences. 
[image: image2.jpg]



Another cognitive theorist, Vygotsky, teaches us that: “The social cognition learning model asserts that culture is the prime determinant of individual development.  Humans are the only species to have created culture, and every human child develops in the context of a culture.  Therefore, a child’s learning development is affected in ways large and small by the culture–including the culture of family environment–in which he or she is enmeshed.” 

Our physical space is beautiful.  The indoor space is comfortable with lots of room to move.  It includes spaces for quiet reflection as well as places for action and large motor development.  We have equipment that will enhance creativity as well as focus on a direct learning experience 
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Our outdoor space was designed to include the young child’s great need to build a relationship with nature.  There is grass, sand, water and a space to dig for worms or build a garden.  Children need to move their bodies in big ways and we have plenty of activities to accommodate that need. We have and a bike path that will challenge any rider. There is a climbing structure, art area, sand box, and we can adjust the equipment to enhance the space if the children need more of a challenge.  In the article: Unstructured Free Play Brings Cognitive, Social and Health Benefits to Children, by Hillary and Whitaker (2005) they write about the importance of outdoor play for children; “Unstructured free play in the out-of-doors brings a host of benefits to children—from being smarter to more cooperative to healthier overall”.
  This well-documented article by two physicians builds a strong case for the importance of unstructured free play in the out-of-doors for all age groups, but especially for young children.

The Parent Support Center is a model of excellence.  We provide your child with a very special educational experience that is gentle, and supportive of your child.  We support your child’s innate need to take risks as we offer challenges to stimulate thinking in a nurturing safe environment.  If you are a parent who wants a great experience of learning for yourself and your child Glendale Community College Garfield Campus is the place for you. 
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