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THE BOARD CORNER

Dear GCC Alumni and Friends,

We are excited to share with you the latest edition of the Glendale Community College
Alumni Magazine!

As we look back on the past year, we are filled with gratitude for the unwavering support
and enthusiasm of our alumni. Your involvement continues to shape and strengthen the
GCC experience for current and future students alike.

At the Glendale College Foundation, our commitment to advancing student success and
enhancing academic programs, departments, and campus facilities remains as strong as
ever. With the dedicated leadership of our Board of Directors and the collaboration of
alumni and community members alike, we are expanding our reach and making a lasting
impact.

In this spring issue, you will find stories that celebrate some of the exciting milestones,
collaborations, and progress we have made together over the past year. This issue is
especially exciting, as we have partnered with the GCC Journalism Department to
produce the magazine. Through this collaboration, students have had the opportunity to
contribute original writing and gain hands-on experience, bringing fresh energy and
new perspectives to these pages.

As we wind down a successful 2024-2025 school year, we look forward to celebrating a
new graduating class of Vaqueros, always a powerful reminder of the potential our
students carry into the world as they pursue bright futures.

We hope you will stay engaged - whether by sharing your journey, reconnecting with
fellow alumni, or by supporting our mission. Your participation is vital to ensuring GCC
students continue to thrive.

Thank you for being such an important part of the GCC community.
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That 1935 bond victory secured the land
we stand on today and, with help from
the New Deal, funded the construction
of our permanent facilities.

This moment defined a legacy that
continues today: student leadership,
backed by community support, driving
lasting change.

From that small start, we now serve more
than 24,000 students annually, with a
dedicated team of more than 1,000
faculty, staff, and managers, making us
one of Glendale’s largest employers. 

This year, we conferred 2,448 degrees
and certificates to 919 graduates.  
Eighty-six percent of our students who
applied to CSU were admitted, along
with 76% of our UC applicants .

Our story spans nearly 100 years, but in
some ways, we are just getting started.
Thanks to the recent passage of
Measure GCC, we are laying the
groundwork for the next century as we
transform our programs and facilities:

One of our oldest buildings -
Camino Real - is being transformed
into our most high-tech facility,
featuring virtual reality, e-sports, and
maker space available to the
community. It will also be home to
our new Student Inclusion Center to
ensure every student feels that this
is a place where they belong.

The David Viar Performing Arts
Center will include a recording
studio, a film and television studio
complete with 4k screening rooms,
music classrooms and dance
studios, a recital hall, and a 400-seat
conference center - designed to
benefit both the campus and the
community.

We will begin work on an industry-
grade Sound Stage that will enable
the expansion of our IATSE
collaboration to teach live theater
skills in entertainment technology. It
will be home to new programs in
virtual projection, programming, and
content development for gaming
and virtual reality, built on the
fundamentals of AI. We will provide
hands-on experience through
industry leasing to support our local
entertainment industry and our
students in their career progression.

Plans are underway for a
collaborative Police and Fire
Academy, to train our own local first
responders for Glendale and
surrounding municipalities. This
center will support the safety of our
community and send a message that
we support our first responders.

We are developing new programs in
Occupational and Physical
Therapy, fields growing in demand,
particularly with no public
accredited OTA programs in Los
Angeles County. These programs
will be built in partnership with local
healthcare providers, offering
students high-wage, high-impact
careers, while supporting our
community needs.

All of this will be done while also
investing $120 million in our campus
infrastructure to ensure our facilities
match the excellence of our mission well
into the future.

For nearly a century, we have served this
community with pride and purpose. And
now, we are building, with confidence
and clarity, for the next 100 years.

As we celebrate 98 years of service and
approach our centennial, I have found
myself reflecting on Glendale
Community College’s remarkable
journey—where we began, what we have
built, and where we are headed.

When I look out over our Verdugo
campus, nestled in the hills, it feels like it
has always been here. Yet, it is the
product of nearly a century of
commitment to education and the belief
that learning transforms individuals and
strengthens society.

We started humbly in 1927 with just 126
students, holding classes in the
afternoons at Glendale High School.
Two years later, we moved to a 1908
building - now the site of the Glendale
Central Library.

After the 1933 earthquake destroyed
that facility, we held classes on a grass
lawn in canvas tents for four years,
uncertain if the College would survive. 

In 1934, a bond measure to purchase
land and build permanent facilities
failed. But undaunted, our students
stepped up.  They organized,
campaigned, and won overwhelming
community support the following year. 

President’s Perspective

An external view of the  administration
building at the college.

Headed Towards a
Century of Excellence

by Dr. Ryan Cornner,
Superintendent/President

GCC Library, Chester Lynch Collection

Reut Cohen Schorr
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Much like the obstacles she faced as
one of the top 3000-Meter
Steeplechase runners in the state,
Lilit Arakelyan faced such a dilemma
on Saturday May 10 when she had to
choose between appearing at a
scholarship function to accept an
award or run in a race at the
Southern California Championships
that same day. It turns out, the
decision was simple.

"Just to be considered for the award
was an honor but I have been training
for this race all season and I wasn't
going to let anything disrupt my
focus and preparation,' she said days
before the meet. "I look at it like I was
stepping aside to give another
student the opportunity to benefit
from the award which makes me
happy and I could stay on track with
my training and finish the season the
best way I could.''

Judging by her performance at the
So. Cal Championships that day,
Arakelyan took one more step
towards reaching her goal of not only
earning a spot in the state
championships May 16 at San Mateo
College as she won the title by over
20 second in a time of 11:37.36 and
emerged as one of the title favorites
in her last race wearing a Glendale
College uniform.

"Lilit is much more than an athlete.
She is a champion marked by
excellence in her devotion to her
sport, team, academics, and personal
growth. She is both fierce and
humble—relentless, yet gentle, said
Assistant Track and Field Coach Tim
Gutierrez.

Southern California
Regional 3000-Meter
Steeplechase Champion
Lilit Arakelyan Takes
Third Place

By Alex Leon
Sports Information Director, Retired

"She brings a sense of peace to her
teammates and has had a tremendous
impact on our culture. It has been a
privilege to be part of her journey. I
am confident in saying that her time
at Glendale Community College is
only an introduction to her full
potential."

Coach Gutierrez noted that in the
buildup to the final race, Arakelyan
tried to stay calm and relish the
moment. That demeanor has helped
when the 2023 GCC Women's Cross
Country Team won its 18th straight
Western State Conference
Championship, finished fifth in the
steeplechase at state in 2024 and
concluded her sophomore year by
earning All-American honors in cross
country in 2024. Ultimately, she was
named All-American with a third
place finish in the steeplechase at
State in 2025.

And what a challenge that last race
was. Watching her teammates Harvell
Maxwell compete in the high jump
and Juan Romero in the 10,000
meters provided a needed distraction
as she cheered them on with her red
GCC hoodie pulled tight over her
head, mindful of her preparation for
her own race.  In her own words, that
race was not her best, but it was good
enough to leave the field with her
head held high and her heart full of
love about what it meant to represent
Glendale College as a student-athlete
for the last time and leave it all on
the track.

Arakelyan summed up what her
Glendale College experience has
meant to her and what she feels
about those who helped her along the
way:

“GCC provided the materials needed
to paint my vision. It gave me
discipline, love, patience, and grit.
Every athletic staff member, athletic
trainer, and coach gave me the
confidence, space, help, support, and
guidance to allow me to perform.
Perform as an athlete, student, and
especially as a person.

I thank Coach Gold, Coach Harrison
and Vanhorn for pushing me towards
resilience, and responsibility, as well
as seeing the individual I am and can
become. I thank my teammates for
getting me through the season, no
matter the day. They allowed me to
keep faith in myself, have faith in the
prosperity of the team, as well as the
future of GCC cross country and
Track.

Lastly, thank you to Coach Tim for
giving us all a new flame of passion
under the pain, in order to submit
the body to what the mind wants.
Thanks to Coach Tim I feel reborn as
an athlete, person and teammate.
Without him I would not now
recognize that I am indeed an
“animal” of an athlete, that’s waiting
to seize every opportunity.”

Courtesy
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Carissa Coane, a student journalist at
Glendale College, has taken on a special
role as the 2025 Pulitzer Center Fellow.
Her project will delve into the often–
overlooked challenges faced by the
indigenous Sámi community in Sweden,
shedding light on issues of gender
violence and racial discrimination. 

Selected through an attentive process
by GCC’s Pulitzer Center Campus
Consortium, Coane’s project focuses on
investigating the excessively high rates
of intimate partner violence against Sámi
women. Inspired by her travels and
research, she aims to challenge
misconceptions about Nordic countries
as beacons of equality. 

“I first learned about the Sámi people
during a trip to Norway,” Coane
explained. “Their history of forced
assimilation and ongoing struggles
resonated deeply with me. This
fellowship is an opportunity to bring
attention to their plight.”

The Pulitzer Center Fellowship not only
supports Coane’s research financially
but also provides crucial mentorship and
networking opportunities.

By Farah Al Humairi
Student Reporter

From GCC to Sámi:
Carissa Coane’s

Reporting Journey

Dr. Reut Cohen and Professor Michelle
Stonis from Glendale College
emphasized the significance of such
opportunities for student journalists.
“The fellowship empowers students to
explore uncharted territories of
journalism,” Dr. Cohen said. “It’s about
fostering skills that go beyond the
classroom.”

In addition to her investigative work,
Coane is passionate about advocating
for policy changes that benefit the Sámi
community. Her project aims to
influence Swedish legislation on
reindeer herding and hopes to advocate
for greater agency for Sámi women.
Challenges abound, particularly due to
the lack of existing research on her
topic. 

Looking ahead, Coane hopes her work
will prompt global conversations on
human rights and inspire concrete
actions to support indigenous
communities worldwide. 
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Family, friends and alumni gathered
at Glendale Community College on
Saturday November 23 for the
dedication of Brian Beauchemin
Floor in the Verdugo Gym. 

Beauchemin coached Men's
Basketball at GCC for 35 years and
amassed 592 career wins and is
considered one of the most
successful coaches in the history of
California Community Colleges.

By Alex Leon
Sports Information Director, Retired

The milestone ceremony is part of
the GCC Athletics Capital Campaign
that was launched in 2021 with the
intention of raising funds to create
an endowment to support the needs
of GCC teams and the student-
athletes that make up the 16 teams
that compete at Glendale College.
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Former Men's Basketball Coach
Brian Beauchemin Honored
With Gym Floor Dedication

The Athletics campaign has raised
approximately $500,000 thus far and
future plans include naming the
athletic stadium for former Head
Football Coach and Athletic Director
John Cicuto and recognizing major
donor and alumna Patty Mack.
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We are honored to introduce Farah Al
Humairi’s article spotlighting Carissa Coane,

GCC’s 2025 Pulitzer Center Reporting
Fellow. Carissa’s investigative project on the
Sámi community in Sweden exemplifies the

mission of our Pulitzer Center Campus
Consortium: to empower student journalists
to explore underreported global issues with

depth and integrity.

Supported by the Glendale College
Foundation, our Campus Consortium is a

unique collaboration between the
Journalism and History Departments 
at GCC. We are proud to be the only

community college in California — and one
of the few nationwide — partnering with the

Pulitzer Center to offer students
opportunities for international reporting,

mentorship from seasoned journalists, and
professional development focused on

storytelling that matters.

Carissa’s commitment to shedding light on
the challenges faced by the Sámi people
underscores the transformative power of
student-led journalism. Her work not only

brings attention to marginalized
communities but also inspires meaningful

conversations on human rights 
and social justice.

Read more about the Center at
bit.ly/GCCPulitzer. 

Dr. Reut Cohen Schorr 
& Prof. Michelle Stonis

Co-Founders, GCC Pulitzer 
Center Campus Consortium

Special Note

http://bit.ly/GCCPulitzer


Mark Your Calendar!

GCC Planetarium Show
Verdugo Campus

Wednesdays | 12:30 – 1 pm | Open to everyone

GCC Board of Trustees Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month

Kreider Hall - San Rafael Building 138

Summer School
June 16 – August 22
In-person or online

2025 Foundation Golf Classic
July 21 | Oakmont Country Club

Registration available at glendale.edu/golftournament 

13th Annual Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Fundraiser
August 8 | Vaquero Gymnasium

Registration available at glendale.edu/pokertournament 

20th Anniversary of Sartoris Field Celebration
Fall 2025 | Sartoris Field

John Cicuto Stadium Dedication
Fall 2025 | Athletics Stadium 

Glendale Community College
wasted no time in stepping up
to support students, faculty,
and staff affected by the tragic
January wildfires in the region.
To provide immediate and
long-term support to the more
than 120 members of the GCC
community who have lost their
homes or have faced difficult
obstacles including long-term
evacuations, the Glendale
College Foundation created
the Wildfire Relief Fund less
than 48 hours after the fires
broke out.

“The [GCC] Foundation's work
is always focused on
supporting the needs of our
campus community,” Paola
Santana, who leads the
Foundation, noted. “It was
natural for us to launch this
fundraising effort to provide
relief to those impacted by the
fires.” Within just a few days,
the Wildfire Relief Fund
received vital support from
more than 150 donors to date,
including GCC employees,
alumni, local community
members, corporate partners,
and philanthropic
organizations.

The GCC Human  Resources
(HR) team immediately
contacted employees living in
impacted areas and GCC
CARES began contacting
students immediately to
ensure access to key support
services. 

In partnership with the
Glendale College Foundation,
GCC has been able to provide
app codes and gift cards for
food delivery, emergency hotel
vouchers, retail gift cards,
hygiene supplies, and  cash
disaster relief payments to
help students and employees
alike find new housing. 

The Glendale College
Foundation said it is
committed to providing long
term support to GCC
community members impacted
by the wildfires as the  need
for recovery continues. “We
know that recovery from such
a disaster is a long-term
process. We’ll continue to raise
funds and provide aid tailored
to the specific needs of our
students, faculty, and staff
during times of crisis, ”
Santana said.

GCC Wildfire 
Relief Fund

By Gissel Nolasco
Student Reporter

Thank you to the generous
partners who have
supported the Wildfire Relief
fund.

Capital Group 
College Futures
Foundation 
DoorDash
Foundation for California
Community Colleges
Foundation for the Los
Angeles Community
Colleges
Kiwanis Club of Campbell
Kiwanis Club of Glendale 
Macy’s 
Michelson 20MM
Foundation
Walmart
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Contributions to the Wildfire Relief  Fund 
can be made online at http://bit.ly/GCCFireRelief.

http://bit.ly/GCCFireRelief
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GCC’s Theatre Arts Department
is committed to providing
opportunities, both on and off
campus, for students to explore
their interests in a variety of
areas. 

In November, Theatre Arts
major Grace Temblador and
Media Arts student Sharukh
Khan made their directorial
debuts in the special production
“Spotlight on Shanley: Three
One-Act Plays.” Temblador and
Khan each chose their source
material, cast actors, and ran
rehearsals on their own.
“Getting to watch the two of
them direct for the first time
was very rewarding, and I was
amazed by what they were able
to accomplish,” Theatre Arts
instructor Jeremy Lewis said in
an interview. 

“Being able to observe the
audiences’ reactions and
witness how our work resonates
with people up close was
wonderful,” stated Temblador.
“A student from the welding
program who had never seen
live theatre before in his life
came to one of our shows after
finding a flyer about it, and he
was just blown away by what he
saw. That warms my heart.
That’s why we’re doing this: to
connect with students and have
an impact beyond the theatre
department.”

For both Lewis and fellow
Theatre Arts instructor Melody
Gunter, who specializes in
Technical Theatre,     “Spotlight
on Shanley” was the first GCC
production they worked on that
utilized student directors. 

By Carissa Coane
Student Reporter

Theatre Arts

Department

Offers Myriad

Opportunities 

“I appreciated working with
peer directors, and found it
interesting to compare their
interpretations of the material
to Jeremy’s interpretations,”
Gunter observed. 

Through the department’s
membership in the Kennedy
Center American College
Theatre Festival (KCACTF)
program, Theatre Arts students
and faculty alike have received
recognition for their efforts. In
February, GCC hosted the
KCACTF’s regional festival, at
which Gunter received the
Excellence in Theatre in Higher
Education award, and Lewis was
awarded the Kennedy Center
Gold Medallion, which is the
highest honor in Theatre
Education. Department Chair
Jeanette Farr has also been
recognized by the Kennedy
Center in prior years. In
addition to previously receiving
both the Gold Medallion and
Excellence in Theatre in Higher
Education awards, Farr’s play
“Hedda on Fire” received
Distinguished Recognition at
the organization’s Playwriting
Awards Program.

GCC student actors Emily
Torres, Harmony Elise Jones,
Emily Anasti, Brenda
Malkonyan, and Payton Ross
were also honored at the
festival, as were student
volunteers David Pumphrey and
Sydnee Marks. 

In addition,     Temblador    was
named National Outstanding
Member of the Kennedy
Center’s Student Advisory
Board, enabling her to
participate in a paid internship
in Washington, D.C. during the
spring semester, an opportunity
she described as “surreal.” 

“There’s a narrative, especially
among community college
students, that people in this
field only ever end up in dead-
end jobs, but I haven’t found
that to be true,” Temblador
noted. 

“It’s definitely a viable career.”
While she has been a student at
GCC, Temblador has taken on
11 different paid gigs as a stage
manager for various
production companies, and she
credits the support of her
instructors as instrumental to
her success. “The department
aims to support students as
much as we can through the
process, but we also give them
the resources to be
independent when they want
to,” Lewis explained. 

He also believes that
community college students
are uniquely positioned to
benefit from a theatre arts
education. Gunter is working
with the college to develop the
Entertainment Technology
Academy, which will offer four
new certificates in technical
theatre and plans to open in
the 2025-26 academic year.
“Our goal is to get students
into unions and employed as
technicians upon graduation,”
she clarified. 

“The nice thing about technical
theatre is that the people who
wouldn’t necessarily want to
act get to be a part of the
backstage community — they
become theatre people, too,”
Gunter elaborated. “I
encourage anyone who is
curious to try our program out.
You don’t need to have had any
experience!”

Temblador urges students to
try out acting classes, asserting
that “Some people take them
just to get out of their comfort
zones, and it completely
transforms them.”

“People have misconceptions
about what theatre is, and
what their own capabilities
are,” Lewis insisted. “There are
people who want to be singers,
but can never really do it
because they’re tone-deaf. It’s
not like that in theatre. All of
this can be taught.”

 Congratulations to
the GCC Class of

2025!
 

🎓 919 graduates

 📜 2,448 degrees &
certificates awarded

– a record number for
a fourth year in a row!

 🧑‍🎓 youngest grad =
18 years of  age, 

most senior grad = 
90 years of  age

🏫 57 Glendale
Unified School

District students
completing a

certificate or degree

We’re looking forward
to continuing to

celebrate your future
successes - please

stay in touch. To join
our Glendale College

Alumni list, please
visit

glendale.edu/alumni
or contact the

Glendale College
Foundation at 
(818) 240-1000 

ext. 5201.

https://www.glendale.edu/academics/academic-divisions/visual-performing-arts-division/theatre-arts/kcactf
https://www.glendale.edu/academics/academic-divisions/visual-performing-arts-division/theatre-arts/kcactf
https://www.glendale.edu/academics/academic-divisions/visual-performing-arts-division/theatre-arts/kcactf


In “The Creative Act,” Rick Rubin states, “success has
nothing to do with variables outside yourself,” and Dr.
Armen Gregorian, a Glendale Community College (GCC)
alumnus, who is a leading colorectal surgeon in the Los
Angeles area, epitomizes this line of thought, as is
evident along his academic and career trajectory. 

While outside variables exist in the lives of students,
such as competitive admissions rates, mandatory
standardized testing, pressures of work, and uneven
academic and career opportunities, Dr. Armen
Gregorian has overcome similar challenges by believing
in himself first and being open to adjustments along the
way.  

Dr. Gregorian (MD, FACS, FASCRS) shared his expertise
and personal story during GCC’s April 2025 Science
lecture reflecting on how his journey began at GCC; his
father worked on campus who spoke highly about GCC
at home. Due to low SAT scores during high school,
Armen decided to attend GCC and study Biology. He
says, “GCC was amazing for me personally. I had
amazing [professors] with one-on-one teaching…I was
very focused at GCC and worked hard for two years.”
Dr. Gregorian transferred to UCLA followed by Chicago
Medical School, and a subspecialty fellowship in colon
and rectal surgery at Brown University.

Nare Garibyan
GCC Academic Counselor & Coordinator, GCC

Science Lecture Series 

Alumni Spotlight: 
Dr. Armen Gregorian

Courtesy Photo
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Throughout his educational journey, Dr. Gregorian’s
biggest challenge was to improve his reading
comprehension, and while he could have given up, he
did not, instead he incrementally strengthened his
English language skillset that he continues to work on
today. Dr. Gregorian recommends that “students should
not just focus on their strong points but also work on
their weak points.” This self-discipline and standard of
success comes from within, and Dr. Gregorian is proud
that he survived seven years of surgical training. And
that he can provide the highest level of care for his
patients within his practice of colorectal and general
surgery.

Dr. Gregorian has mastered the da Vinci robotic
technique that allows for minimally invasive robotic
surgery; he uses this system for surgeries on the colon
and rectum with the highest success rate in the nation,
with low complications. His advice to decrease the
likelihood of colorectal disease is to maintain a high
fiber diet, which nurtures the good bacteria in the gut.
He says, this “allows [for] a very stable homeostasis
[which] decreases the chance of any inflammatory
process which is linked to malignancy. Patients who
develop malignancies or infections may need an
operation to remove the bad part of the colon.” He is
always evolving in his practice of anorectal pathology
and is committed to reducing the patient’s pain and
discomfort so they can continue to live their fullest
lives. 

Dr. Gregorian’s highest standard of success is to
maintain his life and work balance with fellow
practitioner, Dr. Michelle Kolsi Gregorian, who
specializes in pediatric medicine, and who is also the
mother of their two children, Sarineh and Levon. And it
is family that drives him and makes it all worthwhile. 

 

GCC regularly hosts alumni through
a special program, the Science
Lecture Series. Learn more by

scanning the QR code or going to:
bit.ly/ScienceLectureGCC



“With every possession, you’re learning something new,” said
Meza.

When it comes to what Meza would like to take from this
season and into the next she added the team’s “growth
mindset.” 

For Evelyn Birau, a sophomore and team forward, growth is
also something she’s the most proud of this season. “We had
a very young team, so we had to grow a lot and faced a lot of
adversity. We’ve made so much progress and that’s
something I’ll take with me forever, regardless of the
outcome.” 

Besides the team’s formal, on-court development, both
players shared that simple moments off the court, like
listening to music in the weight room, bonding on bus rides,
and “just getting to know each other during warmups”
helped to develop overall trust and the team’s growth
mindset. 

Head Coach Joel Weiss, who has been the GCC Women’s
Basketball head coach for the past 9 years, said that when it
comes to what lessons he would take from this year and into
the next “we had a terrific year, and every group is different.
You just stay the course and keep coaching.” 

Weiss explained that the team culture is defined by core
principles that have been built over the past nine years and
remain timeless with every new group. “Unselfishness,
toughness, playing hard, playing together… are all
mandatory for a successful program,” Weiss said. But when it
comes to the game itself, “they are trying to win every
possession on the court from mid-September.”

Coach Weiss also provided insight into the collaborative
culture that dominates the women’s basketball team and said
that “culture takes time to build” and that “the players that
come to our program, know the style of play that we play -
which is good team basketball. It might sound simplistic, but
that’s what it is.” 

As the 2024-2025 Vaqueros basketball season came to an end,
the Lady Vaqueros remained focused on continuing to foster
a growth mindset that has defined their success with an eye
already on next season. 

Despite the Lady Vaqueros being eliminated from the 3C2A
State Women's Basketball Semifinals, the team reflected on
its winning season and shared insights into its playoff
journey and lessons learned. 

Lisette Meza, a sophomore point guard, told El Vaquero that
the key to success is “adapting to each other’s skills,
strengths, and weaknesses.” She continued, "it’s been a long
journey because it’s like a new group every year and this
year’s team was predominantly freshmen and last year’s
team was predominantly veterans.”

Growth Mindset is Key to Lady Vaqueros’ 
Winning Basketball Strategy 

By Jenny Beres
Student Reporter

Jenny Beres
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Glendale Community College’s Language and
Communication Pathway hosted its first-ever Creative
Writing Night in April, an evening of literary workshops,
collaboration, and community that drew more than 100
attendees.

The event was free and open to the public. Current and
former GCC students and faculty were present, as were
other members of the greater Glendale community.
Students pursuing various majors were drawn to the event,
rather than strictly those in writing-related fields. GCC
Freshmen Evan Ellersieck and Jared Bautista, who are
Economics and Architecture majors respectively, were
present. Bautista said that he attended because he felt
that creative writing could potentially aid him in the future
as an architect by improving his ability to describe his work. 

Sociology instructor Romy Griepp, one of the event
participants, was highly impressed. “I could tell a lot of
planning and thought went into the format, scheduling,
and content of the evening. I also really enjoyed the overall
goals, which were to highlight the excellence of each
advisor as well as showcase individual brilliance from each
group,” Griepp said. “I've learned from pretty much every
department on campus, and this was my opportunity to
learn from our incredible English professors. I cannot recall
an event quite like this one, so I was really excited to get
this opportunity. I had a wonderful time, and I hope they
lead a series based on the success of this one workshop!”
Griepp added. 

Each of the four workshops covered a different field of
creative writing: narrative writing, poetry,
playwriting/screenwriting, and exploratory writing, a
broader workshop meant for those who were unsure where
their interests lay. Most of the time was spent in the
workshops, which served as the evening’s central focus. 

The workshops were led by GCC’s creative writing faculty,
many of whom are also distinguished writers outside of the
college. For instance, the workshop in poetry was
conducted by Kate Martin Rowe, who teaches writing at
GCC and curates the annual GCC Student Reading Series.
Rowe’s poems and nonfiction have also appeared in
several literary magazines and journals, including The Los
Angeles Review of Books, and The Beloit Poetry Journal.
During her workshop, Rowe gave participants the chance
to study elegy and ode by reading, analyzing and
discussing them and showed the power and possibility of
self-expression through poetry. 

English Division Chair Francien Rohrbacher was present
and shared her thoughts on why the event was hosted.
“We’re holding this not only because we want to promote
creative writing at GCC, but we also believe that currently
... we want to encourage community; to talk to each other.
Poetry and creative writing can transcend a lot of political
stuff and people can talk about what’s going on and get
into that humanity that we all share,” Rohrbacher explained.

The event was followed by snacks and refreshments
provided by Glendale College Foundation and live music
by the Guerra/paz band. 

By Zhanna Kazazyan and Lucas Lignini
Student Reporters

Creative Writing Night Brings Expression and Community to GCC

Seeking Alumni News and Stories!

Are you celebrating some good news? Have you started a new job, received a promotion, earned
an award, joined a board, or reached another exciting milestone? We want to celebrate you in our

next issue! Email us at alumni@glendale.edu and let your fellow alumni share in your success. 

mailto:alumni@glendale.edu


Ways to Give

MAIL
Send your check payable to:
Glendale College Foundation
1500 N. Verdugo Road
Glendale, CA 91208

PHONE

MISSION

Matching Gift
Double the impact of your donation. Please
check with your employer to see if they
participate in a corporate matching gift
program.

Recurring Gift/Monthly Installment

MISSION
The Glendale College Foundation works to create
public awareness of the needs of the college; to
promote the college to business and industry and
the greater Glendale community; and to raise
funds for students, facilities, and programs.

Stock 
If you are interested in making a gift of
stock/securities, please contact Paola
Santana, Foundation Executive Director at
818.551.5196

Tax Deductability 
Yor gift is a tax-deductible to the full extent
of the current laws. Please discuss with your
accountant or tax preparer for more
information.

Planned Gifts
Including Glendale College Foundation in your
estate plan is a simple, yet powerful, way to
invest in GCC’s future. We can help you
structure a gift of any size to meet your tax,
estate planning, and philanthropic goals. Please
contact Paola Santana at 818.551.5196 to learn
more.

Donor Advised Funds
Support the Glendale College Foundation by
recommending a single or recurring grant from
your Donor Advised Fund (DAF) before year-
end. Or leave a lasting legacy by designating the 

818.551.5201

We empower students to transform 
their lives by achieving their economic, 
educational, career, and life goals through 
our instructional programs, student services, 
and community partnerships.

A recurring monthly gift is an easy, affordable 
way to ensure your support for Glendale 
College. A certain amount can be charged to 
your credit or debit card, dividing your gift 
over the course of the year. To sign up for a 
recurring monthly gift visit www.glendale.edu/
donation

Foundation as a beneficiary of all or a portion 
of your fund. Contact your administrator to
recommend a grant or designate a beneciary.

We invite you to act now to support Glendale College Foundation!
Ways to Make a Tax-Deductible Gift to Glendale Colleg Foundation

Ways to Make a Tax-Deductible Gift to Glendale College Foundation

ONLINE
www.glendale.edu/donation
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With special thanks to:

The GCC Journalism Department

The Glendale College Foundation
1500 N. Verudgo Road

Glendale, CA 91208


