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Photography Speaker Series 
 
I propose to have professional photographers come to our classes in the Photography 

Department to give talks to our current students, alums, and other interested members of the 

community. The Photography Department will coordinate with the photographers and promote 

the events through social media, class announcements, and email.  

 

The benefits to our students would be significant. Seeing professionals in the field of 

photography talk about their work is inspiring and shows the students that what they are 

learning is important and can lead to a successful career. We used a Foundation grant that I 

was awarded in 2020 to bring in visiting artist photographers to the Photo 140: Fine Art 

Photography class. These talks helped shape the students’ understanding of photography as an 

art form and helped them build relationships with contemporary photographers as each artist not 

only gave a talk, but met with students one-on-one to evaluate their work. This semester, we 

had a photographer who uses AI in her commercial and fine art photography practice visit our 

Digital Photography 2 class. She helped demystify the use of AI in photography, a current 

concern in our field. I would like the other classes, such as commercial photography and 

documentary photography to be able to have visiting photographers come to their classes to 

inspire the students and enrich the curriculum as well. 

 

This is consistent with Goal C: Help Students Stay on the Pathway from the college’s 

Institutional Strategic Plan. When students see professionals in the field in which they are 

studying, it helps them see themselves in that field. It shows them that their goals can be fully 

realized, and that it is worth the effort to continue along their path to meet their goals and follow 

their dreams. All of our speakers also talk about what it was like to be a student themselves and 

to get started as a professional in the field. This gives the students a model for how to get from 

where they are to where they want to be. 

 

If awarded, the program would take place during the fall and spring semesters of the upcoming 

academic year 2025/2026. We would recognize the Foundation in all our promotional materials 

for each visiting photographer’s talk. We will evaluate the program’s success by reaching out to 

each professor who had a photographer give a talk and ask them how successful they thought it 

was to their curriculum. This data will be kept by the Photography Department and can be 

shared with the Foundation if requested. If the program is successful, we will continue to bring in 



visiting artists and professional photographers to our classes to enrich the curriculum and 

inspire our students. 
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