Glendale Community College

Course Assessment Report

Semester/Year: Fall 2010
Department: Mathematics

Course Title:  M100/College Algebra
Participants: one section, Gary Massion

Course-Level SLOs assessed this semester:

1.  Students will solve equations and inequalities.

Method of Assessment:

A cumulative final exam was given and one of the questions was chosen to test the SLO.  This time it was a polynomial equation that involved advanced factoring, one of the key components of the course.  It was graded as mostly right / mostly wrong.

Analysis of Assessment:  

Question 1:  x^3 + 2x^2 -13x +10 = 0

The results were 76% mostly right, 24% mostly wrong.  We were very pleased with the results of this assessment.  Success on this problem requires a correct approach at the very beginning, and most of the students were able to find it.  Small errors included problems with signs.  It is worth reviewing the relationship between synthetic division and the signs of the zeros.
Plan:  

The division will continue to assess similar questions for M100 as this topic is one of the key concepts for the course.  We would like to extend it to multiple sections to verify mastery across the course.  We will also include logarithmic equations in the next assesment as this is a weak spot for many students.  

We may also compare results for the same question in M100 and M110, the accelerated course.

